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FIRST 2008 POLL SHOWS FLORIDIANS’ VIEWS ON CLIMATE CHANGE

~Florida voters show broad support on federal legislation to combat climate change~

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (April 4, 2008) – A ground breaking poll of Florida voters shows broad support across all parties for federal legislation requiring cuts in global warming pollution to combat climate change. The first survey in 2008 of Floridians’ view on climate change – conducted by respected GOP pollster Whit Ayers, PhD – finds that a majority of voters of all political persuasions want Republicans to work with Democrats to pass legislation cutting carbon dioxide emissions, and that they would be less likely to vote for senators who block action.

The poll also shows that 50 percent of Independent voters, who will help decide the 2008 elections, are more likely to vote for their own U.S. senator or representative, if they supported legislation cutting carbon emissions.

“Voters of all stripes are hungry for real action on climate change,” said Jerry Karnas, Florida climate project director at Environmental Defense Fund, which commissioned the survey. “These results send a clear signal to Florida’s congressional delegation that it’s time to get to work on a bill to cap global warming pollution.”

Governor Charlie Crist has enjoyed incredibly strong numbers across the board among all three partisan groups for his leadership on climate change. Despite the Governor’s leadership, a large majority of Florida’s Congressional delegation seems less committed to addressing the issue and have not yet adequately addressed Florida’s role in the fight on global warming. 

Other key findings:

· 77 percent of all the respondents strongly or somewhat agree that cutting carbon emissions will reduce our dependency on foreign oil.

· 6o percent of the respondents strongly or somewhat agree that buying oil from the Middle East helps fund Islamic terrorists.

· 90 percent of those surveyed strongly or somewhat agree that cutting carbon emissions will lead to new technologies and alternative sources of energy.

· 85 percent strongly or somewhat agree that global climate change is one of the most important issues we face this century, and we must make every effort to do what is right because Florida’s future depends on it.

· Nearly one-third of the respondents feel that the most important potential benefit for cutting carbon emissions is that the U.S. becomes less dependent on foreign oil.

When the respondents were asked to weigh-in on a “Cap-and-Trade” proposal to reduce carbon emissions produced in the United States, 62 percent either strongly or somewhat supported the proposal.
“From the perspective of the Florida Wildlife Federation, America’s Climate Security Act is strong legislation that deals with the root cause of global warming – greenhouse gas emissions – on a scale needed to credibly put the United States in a leadership role,” said Manley Fuller, president of the Florida Wildlife Federation. “The bill creates a national cap-and-trade system that penalizes businesses that pump too much greenhouse gas into the air, and rewards the good actors.  It sets emissions limits at levels scientists say are necessary to avoid catastrophic climate change. This bill offers the kind of bi-partisan leadership this country craves.”

“Florida’s innovators and entrepreneurs are waiting for Congress to shoot off the starting gun so America can join the race to a new energy future, create jobs and stimulate economic growth,” Karnas said.

###

Environmental Defense Fund, a leading national nonprofit organization, represents more than 500,000 members. Since 1967, Environmental Defense has linked science, economics, law and innovative private-sector partnerships to create breakthrough solutions to the most serious environmental problems. www.environmentaldefense.org
