NEWS

DRAFT 2 P.M. 4-30

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

                             Contact: Ryan Banfill

April 30, 2008


               
                       (850) 222-1996

Solar Advocates Applaud Legislature for Passing Sweeping Energy Bill 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – A sweeping energy bill is headed to Florida Gov. Charlie Crist’s desk today after the Florida Legislature overwhelmingly approved the legislation. Solar energy advocates today applauded lawmakers for passing the legislation (HB 7135) that will help create a new approach to Florida’s growing energy needs.

“With this landmark legislation, Gov. Crist and the Florida Legislature have set an ambitious course to help promote energy independence in our state, increase demand for renewable energy and reduce costs – all while promoting a cleaner environment,” said Bruce Kershner with the Florida Solar Energy Industries Association. “By creating a new market for solar, Florida can expect, as workers are trained and solar distribution channels are created in the State, the installed cost of solar should decrease about 7% per year.” 

Kershner added while solar power is currently more expensive than other electricity sources, solar has a number of advantages. As a distributed technology, solar competes with retail electricity rates that customer's pay – not wholesale rates that utilities pay for power.

“Solar is also the one generating technology that comes down in cost with increasing volumes over time,” said Gwen Rose from the Vote Solar Initiative noting that the industry is ready and willing to commit to build out a major new industry in Florida. “The solar energy industry is ready to work with the Public Service Commission and willing to invest billions in the state to meet these solar energy targets and provide a clean, zero emission, home-grown energy technology to Florida's energy portfolio.” 

Solar advocates noted the key provisions of HB 7135 include: 

Property Tax Exemption/Renewable Energy Source Devices: Restores the energy source device exemption that expired on Dec. 31, 1990, allowing residential and commercial property owners to apply for and receive the exemption. 

Renewable Porfolio Standard: Authorizes the Public Service Commission to adopt a Renewable Portfolio Standard, by rule, for submission to the 2009 Florida Legislature for ratification. The legislation allows the Public Service Commission to include in the rules incentives for Investor Owned Utilities to develop renewables and allows reimbursement to renewable generators at above avoided costs. 

Net Metering: directs all utilities to develop a standardized interconnection agreement and net metering program for customer-owned renewable generation like photovoltaic solar energy systems. 
Solar advocates noted that new, clean jobs are an additional benefit of the legislation. Solar energy creates more jobs per Megawatt of installed capacity, per unit of delivered energy, and per dollar of investment than the fossil-fuel based energy sector. Solar has no fuel costs and is labor intensive; therefore, instead of sending money out of state to buy fuel for power plants, a focused solar program would result in good high-quality jobs and a more robust economy in the state.  

Rose added by 2025, an 8.7-GW solar program would conservatively add 52,200 jobs directly in state. Further, experience with Germany's solar market indicates that job creation might be much higher – closer to 66,400 job-years.

The end goal of the solar initiative is market transformation – to have solar industries operating without incentives and photovoltaic systems providing power at a cost on par with retail electricity prices by 2024.

For more information on solar energy in Florida, please visit the Florida Solar Energy Industries Association Web site at www.flaseia.org and The Vote Solar Initiative Web site at http://www.votesolar.org/state-initiatives/florida.html.  
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